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Innovative Clean Transit Regulation

The California Air Resources Board has started the formal rule making process for the adoption of the Innovative Clean Transit Rule.  This new language would replace existing regulations governing the Fleet Rule for Transit Agencies.  This item is scheduled to be considered by the Board at its meeting on September 27th in Sacramento.  Written comments must be submitted no later than 5:00 p.m. on September 24th.  Comments can be submitted electronically at the following link:  http://www.arb.ca.gov/lispub/comm/bclist.php

Below is a summary of the ICT Regulation.  A complete copy of the draft language can be found at:  https://www.arb.ca.gov/regact/2018/ict2018/appa.pdf

In addition, the CARB staff report can be found at:  https://www.arb.ca.gov/regact/2018/ict2018/isor.pdf

Summary of the ICT Regulation:
Large Transit Agency – Any operator with a fleet size of 100 or more active buses

Small Transit Agency – Any operator with fewer than 100 active buses.

Bus – A bus is any rubber tired vehicle designed to transport passengers with gross vehicle weight rating of 14,000 pounds or more.

Active Bus – Any bus in a fleet that is available for revenue service, including a spare bus or a bus undergoing routine maintenance or repairs.  This does not include emergency contingency vehicles, a bus in storage, or bus out of service for an extended period.

Cutaway and other specific buses – For cutaways, double-decker, over-the-road, and articulated buses are exempt from the purchase requirements until January 1, 2026, if the vehicle has passed the testing procedure and obtained a Bus Testing Report, i.e. Altoona Tested.  The language only requires that a single model be available for any of these buses for the 2026 purchase requirement to apply.

Rollout Plan – Each operator must adopt and submit to CARB a plan, as specified in the language, on how the operator will transition to a zero emission fleet.  A large transit agency must submit this plan to the Executive Officer at CARB by July 1, 2020, and a small transit agency must submit this plan by July 1, 2023.

Purchase Requirements – The regulation would impose the following purchase requirements:
Large Transit Agency:  
· Starting January 1, 2023, 25% of the total number of new bus purchases must be zero emission buses.
· Starting on January 1 2026, 50% of the total number of new bus purchases must be zero emission buses.
· Starting on January 1, 2029, 100% of the total number of new bus purchases must be zero emission buses.
Small Transit Agency:
· Starting on January 1 2026, 25% of the total number of new bus purchases must be zero emission buses.
· Starting on January 1, 2029, 100% of the total number of new bus purchases must be zero emission buses.

Bus Bonus Credits – The regulations award credits for zero emission buses already purchased.  These bonus credits can be used in any year to meet the purchase requirements.  
· Fuel Cell Buses – For fuel cell electric buses purchased before December 31, 2017, and remained in the fleet as of January 1, 2018, may receive 2 bonus credits.  For fuel cell buses placed in service between January 1, 2018 and December 31, 2022 receive 1 credit.
· Battery electric buses – For each battery electric bus purchased before January 1, 2017 and remains in service as of January 1, 2018 receives 1 credit.
· 
Joint Zero Emission Bus Groups – The regulations allow for two or more operators to create a Joint Zero Emission Bus Group, which allows them to submit a single rollout plan.  However, any joint group must inform the Executive Officer at CARB at least one year prior to the joint group taking effect.  The members of a joint group must be within the same regional planning area or within the same air district or basin.  The purchase requirements would be based on the largest operator in the group.  

Extensions & Exemptions – The regulations authorize the Executive Officer to grant one year extensions for the following circumstances:
· Delay in bus delivery caused by the bus manufacturer.
· Delay in bus delivery caused by construction delays.
· When available zero emission buses are at the end of battery or fuel cell stack warranty period and cannot meet the transit agencies mileage needs.
· When a required zero emission bus type is unavailable for purchase.
· When a required zero emission bus type cannot be purchased due to financial hardship.

Low NOx Engines – When purchasing conventional engines, the regulations require operators to purchase only low NOx engines starting on January 1, 2020.

Renewable Fuels – Starting on January 1, 2020, a large transit agency is required to only purchase renewable diesel of renewable natural gas.  This requirement kicks-in when renewing purchase or delivery contracts after January 1, 2020.
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